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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To extract the exact contour of an object without being 
affected by noise even in an image where much noise exists and locally 
large noise coexists in particular, in a contour extracting method 
minimizing the sum total of elastic energy that plural discrete points 
have, image energy and energy to be added at need. 
CONSTITUTION: A convergence calculation is repeated till it satisfies a 
preliminarily set contour extraction decision condition by moving plural 
discrete points and extracting the contour of an object by the 
convergence calculation so that sum total of elastic energy that the 
plural discrete points have, image energy and energy to be added at 
need may have an extreme value, by deciding the convergence state of 
the contour of the extracted object based on a preliminarily set 
convergence condition, by using the result of the contour of the object 
after the convergence which satisfies the convergence condition and by 
changing at least one of parameters controlling each energy. 
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